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Cooper Village. . L repeal of the state’s Urstadt
| ‘Dubbed “Hands Around ~law that takes rent regula-

tion control out of local
elected officials’ hands.

“We need to make sure
we don’t lose one more
affordable apartment to
slumlords,” Quinn added,
and that “we keep public
housing public.”

The campaign wants to
repeal the $2,000 threshold
that allows landlords to exit
the rent stabilization pro-
gram and to prevent tenant
harassment by strengthen-
ing enforcement of rent
laws. It also seeks to preserve
Mitchell-Lama and Section 8
housing.

City Comptroller William
Thompson pointed to the
brick buildings behind him
and recounted the fight ten-
ants and politicians waged to
win the bid for the massive
housing complex. Though
they didn’t succeed — and
rents of deregulated apart-
ments have reportedly soared
since Tishman Speyer’s $5.4
billion purchase — Thomp-
son said he and others are
working to ensure affordabil-

ity of Starrett City, a 6,000-

unit Mitchell-Lama complex
that Clipper Equities LLC has
offered to buy for $1.3 billion.

Since 2002, more than
11,000 cityregulated Mitchell:
Lama units left the program,
according to the city’s Depart-
ment of Housing Preservation
and Development, but that
agency has been working to
maintain affordability in
those buildings and has been
able to keep 20,000 from exist-
ing the system.

But Thompson lamented
potential Mitchell-Lama
losses. “Forty-thousand peo-
ple are watching their
homes change from afford-
able to no longer afford-
able,” he said. “We need to
stand up to make sure all
New Yorkers can stay.”




